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CHAPTER THREE

I

Three-Note Voicings

lay figure 3-1, the first fwo bars of the Hill-
Aobinson standard “Old Folks" The chards in

P this example are three-note

vaicings, consisting of the root,

Figure 3-1

third, and seventh of each chord E-7 3 A7 D-7 Db7 C-7 F7
As you just learned in Chapler £ — | -!"'|E
Two, the third and seventh ol a 1 lilﬂ:li_.n'

chord determine the chord

quality: major seventh, minor
sevenlh, or dominant seventh.

Reviewing the rules:

« A major seventh chord
has a major third and a
major seventh.

« & minor seventh chord has a minar
third and a minor seventh,

« A dominant seventh chord has a
major third and a minar seventh,

Remember, the fifth is not as important
because each chord has a perfect fifth (there is an
gxception to this—ihe hall-diminished chord—which
we'll get to in Chapler Five). Three-note voicings
reduce most chords lo three essential notes: the
root in the lell hand, and the third and the seventh in
the right hand

Using three-note voicings enables you to play
[1-\-1, the basic progression in jazz harmony, with a
maximum of smoothness, or good voice leading
Let's try playing a II-V-1 in the key of C with these
new voicings.

The Il chord in the key of C is D-7. Play the
roat, D, with your left hand, and the third and
seventh, F and C, with your right hand (figure 3-2).
While you're holding D-7, think of what the third and
geventh are for the next chord, G7. The third of G7
is B, just a hall step below the C you're already
playing. The seventh of GT is F, which you're
already playing. Move the C
down a half step while moving

D-7
your left hand 10 the new root,

G7

G, and you're playing G7.

Figure 3-2
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Mow think of what the
{hird and seventh are lor the
nexl chord, CA. The third of

v Tih comes

down V2 step

Tth comeas

down 1/2 step

CaAis E, a half step below the

F you're already playing. The i
seventh is B, which you're p
already playing. Lowerthe F
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